
May, 29, gave up everythinginBang- ~ e f b r e  quitting my job as publisher 
kok: a nice home, busy social life, to of OK! celebrity magazine, I took my 
live in Khura Buri, a small town in mom up north. We did one ofthose hill 
Phangnga. She started working on tribe tours. It was horrible. I felt like 
community-based tourism projects in being taken around a human zoo to 

, tsWnad-hit~ommuniries d hasn't -gawk at vitlagm. Itwasnkerbin if&e -~ 

looked back since. villagers had been consulted whether 
they wanted tourists in-village awl 

-%, &f they received any financial rewards ' 
the biggestchallenges. for what ever they were doing or were ""- 

I'm helping communities in tsunami- asked to do. I didn't enjoy the experience 
hit villages to develop and promote and I'm sure the villagers didn't either. c- 

sustainable tourism. I may be the dir- The same can be said for Surin Na- 
ctor but I do everything from answering tional Park and the plight of Moken sea 
nquires, writing promotional materials, gypsies whose traditional method of 
sisting as guide and translator for fishing is now banned and they have 

grGps Z d  c o T r d i n ~ t i n g ~ t h ~ 1 -  3eeKforcTd t o m a k ~  a living making -~ 

rs and villagers to ensure every- handicrafts that they sell to visiting 
tourists. Their plight inspired me to 

daman Discoveries was established support such communities by giving 

" 



lWs-aii'iEZsii't~ "gad  at 5lIh"gZFs. It wasn't certain if theT- 
villagers had been consulted whether 

I'm helpag communities in tsunami- asked to do. I didn't enjoy the experience 
hit Villages to develop and promote and I'm sure the villagers didn't eitherN3 

unteers and villagers to ensure every- handicrafts that 

f life and beautiful natural resources jobs was to help distraught relatives 
for high rises, resorts and similar de- locate their loved ones or rather their 
vqtopments for persona gains. Tacky bodies. Of course, it was an impossible 
calturalsho? and Mered down Th@ task since the bodies were already be- 
cubme are d that's h@ered to tourists yond recognition. 
wanting to explore the Land of Smiles. I felt I had faiIed these people. But I 

promised that I would return and help 
SO what & thetgslwnities offer? tsunami-hit villagers rebuild their lives. 

The comrnunitiesdNorth Andaman, I was fortunate enough to find myself 
with our as~ist~gnce, offer something working with Bodhi Garrett, the founder 
completely different, an authentic ex- of NATR, an inspirational man with his 
change betwedguests andvillagers - own remarkable story. 
what we wo$d dl rneamngful tourism. Andaman Discoveries is my way of 
It is aimed at people who care about helping with the economic reconstruc- 
places they Qavel to, about the social tion of the region and to repay the Thai 
and environmental consequences of people fer letting me stay in this beautiful 

country, which I now call home. 

way to escape and relax. The silence, 
the colours and the -beauty are truly 

~ e f l  u&mttyour Fe46.1trlhe community amazing. 
hamestay project. , People who i@t on touching and 

After the tsunami, many villages hit sfanding on the coral should be beaten 

uits and rubber I had'died and arrived in heaven. 


