
206 HARPER’S BAZAAR MARCH 2007

TravelTravelBAZAAR LIFE

Meaningful Meaningful 
Travel.Travel. Want to stay on a 
private island and help save the 
turtles? What about building a 
school in Laos or getting involved 
in reforestation? The new wave of 
luxury travel is about preserving 
our world – think eco-tourism, 
voluntourism and educational 
experiences while on vacation. 
Judy Chapman looks at what 
experiences money can buy.

V V isits to orphanages, constructing 
temples, building schools and 
reforestation might not sound like 
your dreamy postcard vacation, 
but what about living and working 

with isolated indigenous people? According to 
experts, the non-profit and eco-friendly sector 
— or ‘meaningful tourism’ — is starting to lead 
the travel industry.

“Meaning is the new money,” confirms 
Mark Wuttke, principal, the Wuttke Group. 
He describes a new mindset of ‘slow soul 
consumerism’ as creating more time, purpose 
and meaning in our lives to purchase authentic 
experiences. “By consciously exchanging quantity 
for quality, success for significance and things 
for experience is how many of us are choosing 
to create more time, balance, purpose and 
meaning in our lives,” he adds.

Lonely Planet’s Code Green book tracks 
100 of the world’s best responsible travel 
experiences. From budget backpacking to 
serious luxury, all are linked by three principles: 
Tread lightly on the environment, immerse 
yourself in the culture and have a positive 
economic benefit for the local community.

Some of these unusual and exotic travel 
experiences come at a price. Groups of 10 
do pay up to US$50,000 ($76,940) for a 10-
day journey riding saddle horses and fishing 
through Mongolia. Some, though, will appeal 
to all budgets and tastes. 

“Surprisingly, sustainable can also 
mean comfortable or stylish,” says founder 
of Lonely Planet, Tony Wheeler. Places that 
offer sustainable tourism are crucial. “In many 
cases — from African wildlife to whales — it’s 
tourism that 
is the ultimate 
guarantor of 
a species’ 
survival.”

Travel to remote villages in Laos where you can 
help build schools, teach English and deliver 
medical supplies. All ages are welcome.
WHY GO? “Guests get to see the standard 
attractions while gaining a powerful insight 
into the subtleties of Laotian life,” says 
Laos country director Jason Rolan. ”Social 
barriers fall when people come together.”

WOW FACTOR Heal the world — join visiting 
doctors, dentists and teachers in providing 
villagers medical help and education.
COST About the same as a standard tour. 
For instance, an eight-day tour of Laos costs 
US$1,877 ($2,888) a person.
CONTACT Tel: +856 71 254 395
E-mail: laos@north-by-north-east.com

Useful WebsitesUseful Websites
■ www.lonelyplanet.com 
■ www.workingabroad.com 
■ www.ecotourism.org

LAOSLAOS Build Schools And TeachBuild Schools And Teach

“Affluent people want enriching “Affluent people want enriching 
experiences that will make a difference.”experiences that will make a difference.” 
— Pam Danziger, president of Unity Marketing — Pam Danziger, president of Unity Marketing 
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